
InsuranceCoverageTrendsandCharacteristics
The percentage of Mississippians covered by private insurance dropped to the lowest levels of the decade - 53.1 percent.
In contrast, 68 percent of Mississippi’s residents were covered by private insurance ten years earlier.

For more information on other state budget issues, visit the Mississippi Economic Policy Center’s website at www.mepconline.org
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KEY TAKEAWAY:
The Census Bureau estimates that 502,000 people in
Mississippi were without health insurance in 2009. Of this
number, 85,000 childrenwere without health insurance. Over
the past decade, the percent ofMississippians covered by
private insurance declined substantially. The large number of

uninsured combinedwith the erosion of private market
coverage underscores the importance of health care reform for
improving the quality of life for hundreds of thousands of
Mississippians.

Percent ofMississippians coveredbyprivate insurancedeclines to 53.1% in2009

Over 500,000Mississippians
GoWithoutHealth Insurance In 2009

Additionally, the recently released health insurance data
estimate that over 500,000Mississippians are still without
health insurance. Overall, 17.6 percent ofMississippians lacked
health insurance coverage in 2009.

The persistently large number ofMississippians without
coverage, and the continual erosion of private coverage
illustrates the importance of national health reform. The new
health insurance exchanges and expandedMedicaid will
enable manyMississippi families to secure health coverage
andmove closer to self-sufficiency.

%
of

pe
op

le
co
ve
re
d
by

pr
iv
at
e
in
su
ra
nc
e 75%

70%

65%

60%

55%

50%

45%

40%

35%

30%
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

68.0%

United States Mississippi

53.1%


